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CURRENT ARBORETUM ACTIVITIES 
OF GENERAL INTEREST 


NTEREST is constantly being shown in the work of the Arnold 
Arboretum by the gardening public. In order to record for Bulle- 
_tin readers some of the little known lines of activity, as well as some 
of the more popularly known, the following condensed statements 
_have been taken from a report made by Dr. E. D. Merrill, Director of 
| the Arboretum, to the Visiting Committee on May 10, 1938. This re- 
"port covers in general the work accomplished during the last two 
years and is of interest because it records a few of the many activities 
that are now in progress. 
Public Relations 

Our relationships with other institutions, with Harvard University 
‘of which the Arboretum is a part, with the several separately endowed 
institutions of the University, with the City officials and with the gen- 
‘eral public are excellent. We enjoy the cooperation of the Park De- 
‘oartment officials, as well as those of the Police Department and the 
fire Department. Two of our regular employees have recently been 
: appointed as special policemen, with power to act within the grounds, 
‘for there is some vandalism although it is not alarming or excessive. 


As an example, virtually all of the narcissus flowers were taken on 
{two successive Sundays from the field near the Administration Build- 
jing, yet there were no signs of broken branches or flower clusters on 
{the many thousands of shrubs and trees in full flower although police 
estimates give the number of visitors on a single Sunday as high as 
‘35,000; and last year on Lilac Sunday there were actually more than 
40,000 pedestrians in the grounds on that one day. Inspection of the 
| erounds the next morning showed no sign of this flood of visitors ex- 
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cept the trampling of the grass in the vicinity of attractive plantings ; 
there were no broken plants, no evidence that flowering branches had 
been taken, and no discarded newspapers or rubbish that one often 
sees in public parks. The conclusion that one draws is highly compli- 
mentary to the Boston public, and especially to the many thousands 
of individuals who visit and appreciate the Arboretum for what it is 
—a great living collection of ornamental shrubs and trees. 

Last year and the year before we were overwhelmed by bicyclists. 
Acting on the suggestion of the Police Department, an appeal was 
made to the Boston Park Commission to prohibit bicycling in the Ar- 
boretum. Action was promptly taken and this nuisance was immed- 


iately eliminated. 
Butler Estate 


The Isabel Butler estate was bequeathed to the Arboretum in the 
early part of 1936, and the property was taken over in May of that 
year. It consists of approximately two acres of land, an eleven-room, 
well-constructed residence built about eighty years ago, and a com- 
modious barn. On the acquisition of the property, the Butler place 
was designated by the University authorities as the official residence 
of the Director of the Arnold Arboretum. It is admirably located for 
this purpose, as the grounds adjoin the Arboretum almost immediate- 
ly back of the Administration Building on the Centre Street side, 
between the Adams-Nervine property and the convent of the Poor 
Clares. 

The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for Botanical Research 

This new foundation was established in June, 1937, through the 
gift of Dr. Godfrey L. Cabot of Boston. It forms the ninth separately 
endowed unit of Harvard University in the botanical field, but is most 
fortunately in the form of a foundation rather than as an institution. 
The result is that the income from this new fund can be used to sup- 
port research in the field specified by Dr. Cabot, by providing assis- 
tance to individuals employed by other botanical units, such as the 
Harvard Forest, the Biological Laboratory, the Arnold Arboretum, 
and Bussey Institution. The project is essentially a tree breeding one, 
and one of its objectives is the study of methods whereby a more rapid 
increase in cellulose production may be devised. The Arboretum is a 
cooperating agency in the hybridization field, and much work has al- 
ready been initiated. 

Special Grants 

Supplementing the regular Arboretum budget very numerous small 

and large gifts have been received during the year, the combined a- 
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mount enabling the institution to initiate work in several important 
fields where budgetary limitations forbade expansion. Besides num- 
erous unrestricted gifts, several special ones are worthy of note. 
Through grants from the Harvard-Yenching Institute and the Smith- 
sonian Institution, supplemented by a generous eift from an anony- 
mous friend of the Arboretum, the printing of the very large and 
important Asiatic bibliography was made possible. Other gifts have 
been made for the care of conifers, special construction, and for lichen 
research; the latter really finances a research project at the Farlow 
Reference Library and Herbarium. Dr. Raup of the Arboretum staff 
has just received a grant from the Milton fund of Harvard University 
to finance further botanical field work in northwestern Canada in the 
summer of 1939. The Director of the Arnold Arboretum received in 
1936-37 a grant from the same source to initiate work on a critical 
study of the Bornean species of Eugenia, and this year he received a 
supplementary contribution from the American Philosophical Society 
to complete the task. 


Publications 

Through its publications the Arboretum makes itself known to the 
botanical and horticultural public in all parts of the world. Because of 
the wise actions of its first director, Dr. Charles Sprague Sargent, who 
developed it not only as a magnificent planting of hardy trees and 
shrubs, unequalled in its field anywhere in the world, but also as a 
research and publishing institution, it has become one of the most 
widely and favorably known units of Harvard University. It is this 
combination of factors, and the high grade of its published results 
that have made the Arboretum great in its several fields. 

The Bulletin of Popular Information has been issued regularly, and 
the mailing list now approximates 1500 in comparison to the subscrip- 
tion list of about 600 in 1935. Each year four numbers of the tech- 
nical Journal of the Arnold Arboretum have been issued, this being 
maintained on a strictly subscription and exchange basis. Exchanges 
received form an important part of our library accessions, and these 
come from all parts of the world. One number of the Contributions, 
another technical series, has been issued. Just off the press is the 
Merrill-Walker ‘“Bibliography of Eastern Asiatic Botany’’, a quarto 
volume containing nearly 22,000 author entries in practically all the 
languages of Europe and covers the period from the beginning of 
printing, not only in Europe but also in China, as far as the botanical- 
horticultural fields are concerned ; the oldest publication recorded was 
issued in China in the third century B.C. The area covered extends 
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from Tibet and Central Asia to Saghalien, Japan, and Formosa. In 
the press is Mrs. McKelvey’s “*Vuecas of the southwestern United 
States’’, to the preparation of which she has devoted many years of 
work and has travelled many thousands of miles. Besides these pub- 
lications actually sponsored by the Arboretum itself, staff members 
have published thirty-eight technical and semi-technical papers in 
periodical literature. In all, sixty-six technical papers were published 
by staff members in 1937. Non-officially Professor Rehder is indust- 
riously working on a complete revision of his standard “Manual of 
Cultivated Trees and Shrubs,’’ and Dr. Wyman has written a standard 
reference work entitled “‘Hedges, Windbreaks, and Screens for Every 
Purpose’’, to be published late in the summer. 


Cooperative Botanical-Horticultural Exploration 


Our needs are twofold; seeds and living plants to increase our liv- 
ing collections, and additional botanical material to increase our her- 
barium reference collections. The economical method of accomplishing 
field work in certain foreign countries, and in our own for that matter, 
is to make small grants to individuals who are strategically located 
and who are trained in methods of field work. Within the past two 
years numerous small grants have been made; four institutions in 
India, four in China, and one each in Japan, Burma, the Malay Pen- 
insula, Java, Philippines, Mexico, Colombia, Brazil, Panama, Congo, 
New Guinea, Idaho, North Carolina, Louisiana, and British Columbia 
have received grants to be expended to cover the expenses of coopera- 
tive field work. In addition to extensive and valuable botanical col- 
lections acquired through this plan we have actually received in ex- 
cess of 2000 packets of seeds from China and Japan alone. These will 
be distributed to various institutions in Europe and in America in the 


near future. 
Herbarium Exchanges 


These cooperative expeditions, maintained at a minimum cost, give 
us not only a study set of all material collected for our herbarium, 
but also vast quantities of duplicates for exchange purposes. With this 
material in hand we have recently developed some most important 
exchanges with such institutions as the botanical gardens and museums 
in Leningrad, Geneva, Vienna, London, Prague, Stockholm, and 
Copenhagen. 

Library 

The library today is the largest and most important in its field in 

America, and is one of the great botanical libraries of the world. In 


the past two years 942 bound volumes were received and aecessioned, 
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and since July 1, 1987, many additional ones have been acquired, 
Plants New to the Arboretum Collections 


Beginning in 1936 a concerted effort has been made to acquire 
hardy or presumably hardy species and varieties of woody plants not 
represented in our living collections. In 1936-37, 171 accessions were 
procured from Europe and 187 from the United States. In 1937-38, 
373 additional species and varieties were obtained from Europe and 
493 from the United States. The foreign material was imported under 
special permits from the Federal Horticultural Board. Most of the 
American material was received from nurserymen, institutions with 
which we have exchange relations, and as gifts; Mr. Dexter, a mem- 
ber of our visiting Committee, presented us with a number of fine 
Rhododendrons new to our collections which we have placed in the 
more sheltered and warmer parts of the grounds. Mr. Childs Frick, 
another member of the Visiting Committee, very kindly purchased for 
the Arboretum a number of fine conifers that were available in Eu- 
ropean institutions. Two very large shipments were received from 
Holland and England in April. The grand total is 1224 species and 
varieties, all new to our living collections; this is by far the largest 
accession acquired in recent years. All this material is ‘‘lined out’? 
in our expanded nursery near the Bussey Institution. It will be dis- 
tributed among the living collections next fall or in the spring of 1939. 
We have already located some 500 more species in European nurseries 
and botanical gardens that we shall make a serious attempt to obtain 
during the next few years. 

To meet our space requirements for this new stock we have greatly 
expanded the nursery area near the Bussey Institution and are pre- 
paring a considerable area in the Walter Street tract to be used as an 
overflow nursery, in which plants will be lined out and grown until 
we can decide whether or not they are worthy of inclusion in the 
permanent Arboretum collections. Here we shall also grow some 
thousands of hybrids and chance seedlings taken from the Arboretum 


grounds. 
Hedge Plantings 


A year ago a series of plantings were made in the open space in 
front of the Bussey Institution building to be developed as clipped 
hedges with the purpose of demonstrating ina graphic manner a series 
of hardy evergreen and deciduous species and varieties adaptable to 
this purpose. In this planting 115 different species and varieties are 
represented, and as the plants reach the proper size the actual clip- 
ping will be started. All of the plants necessary for this installation 
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were presented by several of the larger nurseries in the northeastern 
part of the United States. 
The Larz Anderson Collection of Dwarf Japanese Trees 

In October, 1937, Mrs. Larz Anderson presented to the Arboretum 
a collection of 34 dwarf Japanese trees, obtained in 1913 by the 
Honorable Larz Anderson, then the United States Ambassador to 
Japan. This gift was made under the condition that the collection be 
known as ‘‘The Larz Anderson collection of Japanese dwarf trees, 
presented to the Arnold Arboretum as a memorial to his friend, Charles 
Sprague Sargent.’’ Mrs. Anderson generously provided the funds for 
the erection of a shade house in which this valuable group of plants 
is exhibited. (See Bulletin of Popular Information No. 7, 1938). 


New Detail Maps 
Beginning in 1937 a complete new survey of the Arboretum was 
made, and detailed maps showing the exact location of each planted 
tree or shrub will be finished during the present season. (This map- 
ping project was fully described in the Bulletin of Popular Informa- 
tion No. 5, 1938). 
Lantern Slides and Moving Pictures in Natural Color 


During the past two years the Arboretum has made a very fine set 
of about 650 slides in natural color and some 2400 feet of 16 mm. 
moving picture film in natural color, showing the attractive features 
of the Arboretum at all seasons of the year. Many of the outstanding 
introductions of the Arboretum are carefully photographed in flower 
and again fruit and autumn color to illustrate their ornamental char- 
acteristics at different times of the year. 

Standardized Plant Names 

The Arboretum, through Professor Rehder and Dr. Wyman, has 
cooperated extensively with the American Joint Committee on Hort- 
icultural Nomenclature on the preparation of the second edition of 
this standard work, Dr. Wyman being a member of the Editing Com- 
mittee. One of the objectives of this committee is to bring horticul- 
tural nomenclature closer to botanical usage by the adoption of the 
International Rules of Botanical Nomenclature. When once available, 
this werk should go a long way toward the unification of nomencla- 
ture of cultivated plants both as to their scientific and their common 
names. 

Proposed Innovations 

Suggestions were made appertaining to the possible development 

of a lily pond to occupy a part of what is now a swampy meadow in 
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front of the Administration Building. In this area, which can searcely 
be drained without involving a major and very expensive operation, 
the water table is so high that no woody plants can be grown. An- 
other idea presented was the possible cooperation with an interested 
group in New York with the objective of installing a planting of trees 
and shrubs as a part of the horticultural exhibit planned as a feature 
of the New York World’s Fair in 1939. Such a planting, if developed, 
would include only specimens of those species actually introduced in- 
to the United States or into cultivation by the Arnold Arboretum. A 
suggestion was also made appertaining to the possible desirability of 
organizing the supporters of the Arboretum with an informal group 
to be known perhaps as “‘The Friends of the Arnold Arboretum. ’’ 

To quote from the concluding paragraph of Dr. Merrill’s report, 
“*For what has been accomplished in the past two years I make no 
personal claims. Some of the ideas were my own, but much of the 
execution has been the work of others. To a loyal, interested and 
efficient staff the institution owes much. Contributions received from 
over 800 individuals from all over the United States and Canada have 
enabled the staff to initiate many lines of work that could not be devel- 
oped and supported by budgetary funds alone. Lastly I wish to ex- 
tend to the members of this committee my keen appreciation of the 
support that its various members have extended to the Arboretum, 
for after all it is ‘“the father of them all’’ in Arboretum circles, not 
only in the United States, but in all other countries as well, in spite 
of the fact that it is now only sixty-six years old.’’ 
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